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February 2024 Playlist: Black History Month
By Carolyn Brunelle
In observance of Black History Month, I present to you a list of some of
my favorite songs by black musicians. I hope you enjoy it.

1. “Tell Him”- The Exciters
The lyrics are ridiculous, but everything else is amazing. I love it from
start to finish. My girl Dusty Springfield cited this song as one of her
major influences, which makes me love it even more.

2. “Go Ahead On”- Madeline Bell
American singer Madeline Bell got her big break when she went to the
UK and worked as a backing singer for Dusty Springfield. Dusty was a backing singer for Madeline Bell, as
well, and you can hear her on this recording. She wrote this song with Dusty.

3. “Jeepers Creepers”- Louis Armstrong
Recorded in 1938 for the film Going Places, “Jeepers Creepers” has stood the test of time, and Louis
Armstrong’s recording is probably the most memorable. It is definitely my favorite.

4. “Goody Goody”- Frankie Lymon
Who doesn’t love a little bit of spite now and then? Frankie Lymon really sticks it to ‘em in “Goody Goody.”
It is inspiring, empowering, uplifting, and just a lot of fun. Especially for those who identify with its
message.

5. “Think”- Aretha Franklin
Similar to “Goody Goody,” “Think” has an empowering message with inspiring energy. Fun Facts: Aretha
Franklin toured with Martin Luther King, Jr. and sang at his funeral. She lived in Buffalo from age 2 to 5.

6. “Things to Come”- Dizzy Gillespie
I wanted to add a solid example of the bebop genre on this list. If you enjoy this style of music, I encourage
you to listen to Dizzy Gillespie’s contemporaries such as Thelonious Monk, Miles Davis, Charlie Parker,
and the next song’s composer Horace Silver.

7. “Doodlin’”- Baby Washington
I love everything about this song. Baby Washington’s recording is fantastic. Jazz musician Horace Silver
wrote it and recorded an instrumental version with his band. Have a listen to both and you might have fun
comparing the two.

8. “He’s a Rebel”- The Crystals
In the early 1960s, girl groups like the Crystals dominated American pop music charts. “He’s a Rebel” is
one of my favorite girl group songs. It feels good and makes me happy. What more could I ask for?

9. “Be My Baby”- The Ronettes
This song is on my list at least once a year because I love it so much. Starting with a heartbeat rhythm that
returns throughout the song, “Be My Baby” musically harnesses the feeling of new love.

10. “It’s a Lovely Day Today”- Ella Fitzgerald
If you struggle with starting your day, try listening to this when you wake up. It’s a lovely way to turn a
regular day into a lovely day. Plus- listen to the lyrics. They’re refreshingly reasonable.
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https://youtu.be/2x8UCJvP72A
https://youtu.be/OHnPdOmEBXc
https://youtu.be/miY323RbWjc
https://youtu.be/4jHonJ78JyE
https://youtu.be/P9yIoSpWWNE
https://youtu.be/mr5X1tm4ZZk
https://youtu.be/cgdhYqjCV0Y
https://youtu.be/dAE5PPSFOQI
https://youtu.be/5_nxRchyn1g
https://youtu.be/jSPpbOGnFgk
https://youtu.be/b-YwLRjEeEk


“Until We Meet Again”
By: Peter Perry

They say that a picture is worth a thousand words. But sayings aren’t
always true because there are no words to describe how I feel when I’m

looking at your picture on this death notice that I’m reading.

Sadly, I just got the news that you passed away on April 1, 2023. In
the Fall of 2022, you gave me the gift of your friendship. It was one of the

greatest gifts that I have ever received. I will forever cherish that.

Before meeting you at Empowerment Academy. I had no friends, no
one to hang with. We spent time together at Empowerment every day. I

remember the first time that we got together outside of EA. We went to see
the Movie, “Prey for The Devil”. We were the only ones in the theater,

afterwards, we had dinner at Subway’s.

We both had our struggles and unfortunately our issues led to our
friendship ending a couple of months after it began. After that, I never saw

or heard from you again.

I thought about you often and wondered how you were doing. I had
hoped that I would run into you sometime and somewhere, I never did. I
know that we won’t meet up again, as you are now free from your earthly

challenges. You’re finally at peace and at rest.

Take care my friend, until we meet again.
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Contact Adam @ aselon@rsiwny.org or 716-208-8126 to learn more and register
to get on the bus to Albany!
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Buffalo Underground RR History

A pictorial walk-though by Sametra Polkah-Toe

Did you know that many of our city’s most famous building and landmarks used to house slaves on

their journey to freedom? With such close proximity to Canada, the city of Buffalo has an

extremely rich history of ex-Underground Railroad Sites. Unfortunately many of the former

buildings/sites have since been demolished but the history is

still there. How many of these locations can you recognize?

Commercial Slip.
Partially restored. Terminus of the Erie Canal. Many people
escaping from slavery traveled on the canal and disembarked in
downtown Buffalo. Unearthed & rewatered at Canalside.

Foot of Ferry St. . Demolished.
Dock of the Black Rock Ferry Many freedom seekers took the ferry to
Canada. Presently the site of Broderick Park on modern infill. Has been
formally recognized by the National Park

Service Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.

Niagara & Pearl. Demolished.
Abolitionist & attorney George W. Jonson boarded here in Edwin A.
Marsh’s house. In July 1842, a Unitarian pastor brought him a family
of freedom seekers. Jonson took them to a colored boarding house
on or near Michigan Street. Presently the site of the Main Place Mall,
Rath Building, or Family Court.

Pine St., 13.
Demolished.
Home of William Wells Brown (1814-1884). Known as “the fugitives’
house,” according to his daughter Josephine Brown. Presently the
site of First Shiloh Baptist Church.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canalside
https://www.visitbuffaloniagara.com/businesses/canalside/
https://tinyurl.com/y23bscdv
https://archive.org/details/oldferryatblackr00nort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broderick_Park
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/766064913
https://tinyurl.com/y4tqsa6t
http://tinyurl.com/BECHS013
https://tinyurl.com/y3uvglyu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wells_Brown
http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/writers_aa19/bio2.html
http://www.firstshilohbuffalo.com/


Main St., 310.
Demolished.
Site of the American Hotel. Employee Samuel Murray, who was
African-American, gave food to freedom seekers and directed
them to the Black Rock Ferry. Burned down in 1850, rebuilt, and
burned again in 1865. Presently the site of the Ellicott Square
Building.

Delaware Ave., 184.
Demolished.
Stable behind the house of Thomas C. Love & Maria Maltby
Love. Presently the site of the Avant Buiding, built ca. 1970 as
the Dulski Federal Building.

Ellicott St., 329. Demolished.
Home of John Spencer Fosdick (1817-1892).
According to his grandson, Harry Emerson Fosdick
(1878-1969), John rowed fugitives across the river to
Canada. Presently the site of a parking lot.

Broadway, 18.
Demolished.
Home and Dye shop of abolitionist Lucas Chester
(1806-1871) until 1862. The original building has
been demolished and re-built.

Source to Learn More: White, Truman, ed. Our County and its People, vol. 2, p. 466. Boston, MA: Boston History Company,
1898
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http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=310+Main+St,+Buffalo&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=310+Main+St,+Buffalo,+NY+14202&gl=us&ei=UAYzTb6yK4L98AanpNz5CA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0CBgQ8gEwAA
http://www.buffaloah.com/h/AmerHotel/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=pJMDR73E8FwC&pg=PA91&dq=%22Black+ROck%22+ferry&hl=en&ei=-wYzTff_Isys8AbxibGNCQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22Black%20ROck%22%20ferry&f=false
http://www.dailypublic.com/articles/04132016/looking-backward-american-hotel-1850
http://www.dailypublic.com/articles/04132016/looking-backward-american-hotel-1850
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellicott_Square_Building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellicott_Square_Building
https://tinyurl.com/yywpwayv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_C._Love
http://uniland.com/residential/avant/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=329+Ellicott+St,+Buffalo,+NY&sll=42.889826,-78.8779&sspn=0.0072,0.01929&gl=us&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=329+Ellicott+St,+Buffalo,+Erie,+New+York+14203&ll=42.887379,-78.871086&spn=0.007201,0.01929&z=16
https://tinyurl.com/y6cx4hja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Emerson_Fosdick
https://www.google.com/maps/place/18+Broadway,+Buffalo,+NY+14203/@42.8858063,-78.8750765,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89d3124887f0af2b:0x93f0970da60fd3e1!8m2!3d42.8858063!4d-78.8728878?hl=en
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/erie/a-l/chester-l.htm
https://tinyurl.com/y23xvsgk


Veterans’ Corner by Heidi Olsen

African American History in the Military

With this month being Black History
Month I have decided that this
month's Veteran's Corner is going to
focus on the history of African
Americans in the US military.

African Americans have fought in
every single American conflict. In
the Revolutionary War, the 1st
Rhode Island Regiment had George
Washington agree to allow Black
soldiers who were slaves earn
freedom through service. During the
Civil War, 186,000 Black men had
served in the Union Army and
another 30.000 Black men had
served in the Navy.

In 1866, Congress authorized the creation of permanent all-Black regiments, which would be referred to as the
"Buffalo Soldiers". During World War I, African Americans served in the military, but conditions were less than
ideal. During World War II, one million Black men, and women served in the military and another six million
more worked within the defense industry. The Black Veterans after WWII faced exclusion and aggression from
the American population. Executive Order 9981 ended segregation within the US military in 1946 by President
Truman.

Many minorities work and serve in the military today because of the work of those individuals who served in
less ideal conditions. Let's remember their sacrifice for our freedoms.
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Spotlight on Petula Clark
by Tim Malley
One of the first singers that I ever remember
listening to was Petula Clark.In fact the first
song that I ever listened to was 'This is my
song' of course the song ,'This is my song' was
made famous by Petula Clark but the song
itself was actually written by Charlie Chaplin.I
remember I first listened to Petula Clarks'
version of 'This is my song' in 1969 when I
attended St.martins elementary school and my
teacher was ms.moran,(by the way St.martins
elementary school was located in south
Buffalo.)and Everytime I listen to Petula Clarks'
version of the song :'This is my song' my mind
floods with memories of that time.my memories
are very sentimental to say the least.Petula
Clark is 91 ,(she was born November 15th 1932
in Ewell,England.)Petula or 'Pet' Clark as she
was affectionately known as.Started her career
as a child performer during World war 2 when
she used to perform for the British
Troops,(sometimes she would even appear on
BBC radio.)in order to Boost British troop
moral.After the war Petula or 'Pet' Clark was in the 1950s a great big band singer,then in 1961 she married her
publicist Claude Wolfe in France.Petula Clark also released alot of French language singles,(that were
released on the Vogue label)But by 1963 she met Tony Hatch who was a talented songwriter from
pinder,England.in 1964 he wrote 'Downtown' which by late 1964 it was climbing the British charts and by 1965
it hit number one on the American charts.Petula Clark in my opinion was a great social activist who was way
ahead of her time and an example of this is during The 1968 NBC Petula Clark TV special.in the last scene of
the 1968 NBC Petula Clark TV special she's seen holding hands with Harry Belafonte when they sung a duet
together on the song 'Paths of Glory'.It was controversial at the time because a white British lady to be holding
hands with a African-American man in fact even the producers of NBC at the time Protested this moment in TV
history but to no avail as this scene turned out to be one of the most touching scenes in Television history.The
late 1960s and early 1970s were very successful times for Petula Clark.Because for example in 1968 she
started in the film 'Finians Rainbow' that featured the wonderful Fred Astaire,Then in 1969 she starred in the
movie 'Goodbye Mr.Chips',(which was a remake of because the original was made in 1939 that starred Robert
Donet.)Then in 1970 she released her country album that was simply entitled:'Memphis'.Ill always remember
Petula Clark as a refined and genteel lady that she was,(and still is by the way.)I'll also remember her with her
trademark gorgeous sequined gowns and despite her diminutive size,(she's only 5-1.)she had a powerful voice
that was reminiscent of Timi yuro.In her career Petula Clark had 15 Top 20 hits and a staggering repertoire that
included 150 recorded songs.Petula or 'Pet' Clark accomplished and achieved everything in the world of
music.Petula Clark now resides in Geneva,Switzerland with her husband Claude Wolfe.Her achievements
were because of her tremendous and gifted singing talent in fact she could sing in 5 different languages
including German and French,(in other words she was the British version to her American counterpart Connie
Francis.)she had in fact a one in million talent,a talent that can't be duplicated because her talent represents a
sophisticated caliber of talent compared to todays definition of music talent.So I guess the rest is history,a
history that's filled with breathtaking and thrilling performances that seem to transcend the world of music itself
and that seems to epitomize Petula Clark in a nutshell.The end.
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